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Thousands of pets are poisoned each year by ingesting their owner’s medications. This includes both prescription and over the counter (OTC) medicines. As the population ages, and with the constant development of new and amazing medical treatments, this risk to our pets is increasing. Pet Poison Helpline, a veterinary specific poison control center, estimates that over half of their annual 100,000 phone calls are related to pets ingesting owner meds. 


Medication toxicity often occurs when owners attempt a “home remedy” by giving a pet some of their own medicine…Tylenol given to a cat is a classic example. Quickly becoming the most frequent type of pet medication poisoning is the accidental version, one wherein the owner drops a pill or leaves a pill vial in an unprotected area. 

Often an owner doesn’t even realize a pill has dropped to the floor, later noticing That the cat is “playing with a bug”. Our aging population results in more pet owners receiving treatment for cognitive impairment (such as Alzheimer’s). These patients often take several kinds od medication, and sometimes don’t remember dropping a pill on the floor. Some illnesses require multiple medications given several times daily, resulting in the increased opportunity for dropping a pill or leaving a vial in an area accessible to a playful pup. 


The following tips may help prevent a trip to the animal ER:
Keep all medications out of reach of pets and children.

Keep medications in secure containers.
Assist the elderly by sorting and dispensing drugs. (Especially those experiencing cognitive impairment.)
Pick up and count all meds after a spill.

Get rid of expired and unused drugs.

Keep a list of medications in the household. This is helpful when a pet is suspected of ingestion and is showing symptoms of possible toxicity.


We have all done it, dropped a pill and had it bounce around and disappear so quickly that you couldn’t find it. You go about your day thinking maybe I’ll find it later when I sweep the floor. Then you completely forget about it anyway. Maybe the dog ate it, maybe not. Trust me, you really do not want to find out the hard way.

Until next time…Thanks for Caring!!

